m Snakes in dog kennels causing X

c @

HS Heraldsun.com.au | Subscribe

News Brand of the Year Rewards = Hi Mark

v

l 4th tyre FREE or up to $80 cash back aad ” -
era un on selected car or SUV tyres at BOOK = 2
Bridgestone. NOW =
Search Q Conditions apply. -@ o 131229
=
A CORONAVIRUS  NEWS LOCALEDITIONS AFL  SPORT  OPINION  ENTERTAINMENT  BUSINESS REALESTATE  LIFESTYLE TRIBUTES MOTC < >
Leader | worm
NORTH

Dog owners on high alert after spike in fatal snake bites

Pooches are unwittingly walking into death traps as an alarming number of snakes hide in kennels to escape
the heat. And as the canine death toll hits 20, a veteran reptile catcher has warned dog owners the worst is yet
to come.
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3 Mark Pelley catches a tiger snake from Liz Sadowy and Mathan Brett's property in Plenty. Picture: lan Currie
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Dog deaths are emerging as a “disturbing” new trend across 4th tyre FREE or up to
Melbourne northeastern suburbs this snake season, according to a $80 cash back on
veteran reptile catcher. selected car or SUV
tyres at Bridgestone.
Mark Pelley said he had already responded to 20 cases of fatal snake bites in the

past three months and warned the “worst is yet to come”.

Here's what you can expect mw NOW

with today's Northcote weather “We're only at the start of January — I've never seen anything like it,” he said.

Mr Pelley said he was not only discovering more snakes this summer than the SALE

previous dry season, but was also finding more younger snakes.
“They’re smaller and hence easier to hide,” he said.

“Unfortunately a common place where they're hiding is dog kennels and this is

where disaster occurs.

“Dogs are more likely to be bitten by a snake than a person is — dogs are curious of
snakes and will often go up to them and sniff them, play with them and attack
them and naturally a snake will defend itself.”
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Pervert dad's lewd child sex
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) An eastem tiger snake hiding in a shoe rack at an Eltham home.

Mr Pelley said dogs would experience vomiting, diarrhoea, dilated pupils, stiff
joints, excessive drooling, convulsions and bloody urine — all within an hour —

after being bitten by a venomous snake.

He said he was required by law to release a snake into the wild within a skm radius

of where the serpent was caught.
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But the Diamond Creek local said this was becoming “harder and harder” as snake

numbers continued to rise.

“I'm having to go further out because I'm catching snakes closer and closer into the
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But the Diamond Creek local said this was becoming “harder and harder” as snake

numbers continued to rise.

“T'm having to go further out because I'm catching snakes closer and closer into the
city,” he said.

“For example if I catch a snake in Eltham — 5km away is still in suburbia.

“Snakes are actually thriving more among homes because there are more rats and
mice and water sources are aplenty.”

MORE NEWS

URBAN-FRINGE LANDOWNERS DEFY ORDERS TO CLEAR FIRE
RISKS

RESIDENTS, FIRST RESPONDERS RECOUNT ‘SHEER TERROR’ OF
PLENTY GORGE FIRE

DIRECTOR RESIGNS FROM EMBATTLED WHITTLESEA COUNCIL
Mr Pelley said he had noticed more brown snakes than tiger this year.

They would frequently be found hiding inside pool cleaning equipment, outdoor
shoe racks and beneath garbage bins, he also said.

anthony.piovesan@news.com.au
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