ver spteds of ﬁp
ile fibre-to-the-
s deliver average

ds of between

Abps, with a gov-
ted minimum
on.

e, streaming a
v in high-defi-
0s, meaning that

ssical minimum -

connection, a
m five shows on
asame time.

s and TPG were

5 packages where
just 25Mbps or
vailable.
pokeswoman said
, were in the best
iotiate speed pack-
‘hey were aware of
ndividual circum-

J)Oze
old

‘the mums who have
dren that I've re-
7e feelings of sadness
icting with certain
roups on Facebook
1 using the platform
a spiral, and I think
this may help miti-
eelings.”
s month, YouTube
‘e Susan Wojcickiis-
st where she discus-
any’s work to reduce
latform.
ow) up-close that
1 ... troubling side of
)enness,” she wrote.
1 how some bad
ploiting our open-
slead, manipulate,
1 harm. We are ap-
sons we've learned
fighting violent ex-
ent over the last
ytackle other prob-
L.
is to stay one step
actors, making it
licy-violating con-
Or remain on Y ou-

Facebook’s director

David Ginsberg,
rt along with social
Moira Burke that
h making a strong
etween technology
ression, particularly
look at the social
,of others and make
parisons to them-
@ own lives.

RITTAN DEUTROM

Semi-trailers were parked across
Sydney’s busiest pedestrian mall
and police were out in force in
Melbourne to protect Boxing Day
shoppers from vehicle attacks.

The trucks and concrete boll-
ards ringed the Pitt Street Mall
in Sydney with police saying
the measures were to protect
shoppers.

“This will be a one-day police
operation and while there is no
specific threat, police continue to
urge the public to be vigilant and
report anything that doesn’t look

A sight for saurian eyes: four
‘owners’ claim Christmas croc

RICHARD FERGUSON

A custody dispute has broken out
over alost crocodile after four dif-
ferent people yesterday claimed
ownership of the reptile found
wandering Melbourne’s  sub-
urban streets on Christmas Day.

The Im-long freshwater
crocodile was captured by snake
hunter Mark Pelley in Heidel-
berg. Heights at 9:20pm on
Christmas Day at the request of
Victoria Police, and he still had
possession of the animal yester-
day.

It is suspected the crocodile is
a Christmas present from last
year with farms across the coun-
try breeding the prehistoric pred-
ators with a festive season target
market in mind. o

Mr Pelley told The Australian
that the call to come get the
Christmas Day crocodile was
“the call I've been waiting all my
life for ... my Christmas present”.
“Even though I'm a snake catch-
er, I do have some experience
with these creatures as I have a
pet baby crocodile at home” he
said.

The newly elevated crocodile
hunter was sent to catch the
Heidelberg Heights monster that
was being kept under watch by
five police officers, who had orig-
inally expected to see a large liz-
ard when they arrived on the
scene.

Mr Pelley said it was difficult
catching the crocodile; it was very
quick and it was pitch black on
Christmas night but “I caught the
right end, which is the tail.”

Freshwater crocodiles are
mainly found in the Northern
Territory, Queensland and the
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police  presence  monitoring
crowds exceeding 92,000 people
in Melbourne’s CBD just days
after 32-year-old Afghan-born
Saeed Noori allegedly ploughed
his car into 18 pedestrians in busy
Flinders Street.

As well as an increased police
presence over the holiday season,
the Victorian government will in-
stall a loudspeaker alert system in
the Bourke Street -Mall, Feder-
ation Square and the Flinders
Street station in the Melbourne
CBD this week to warn people

“There was a highly visible .

M wses eyent o as ol aw.
The increased security did little to
dissuade consumers from indulg-

ing in some holiday retail therapy,

with thousands lining the foot-
paths overnight tonab a bargain.

The Australian Retailers As-
sociation forecast the total nation-
al spend would reach almost
$2.4 billion on Boxing Day.

The sales also attracted large
groups of Chinese shoppers, in-
cluding some known as Daigou
who shop on behalf of friends and
relatives back home.

Shoppers queued outside lux-
ury stores such as Gucci and Louis
Vuitton overnight, even though
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AARON FRANCIS

Snake catcher Mark Pelley with the rescued crocodile

top of Western Australia and Mr
Pelley said the crocodile travel-
ling all the way to metropolitan
Victoria could not be ruled out.

‘Animals escape,
they get lost ... the
most important
thing is nobody
got hurt’

MARK PELLEY
SNAKE HUNTER

But it is most likely the croco-
dile is someone’s (legal or illegal)
pet and Mr Pelley was inundated
with calls from prospective own-
ers. “I'll be calling the Depart-
ment of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning tomorrow
and they’ll take everyone’s claims
.. after four calls from different
owners, I'm a little suspicious,” he
said. -
Salt and freshwater crocodiles
have become popular pets in re-
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cent years, with one Northern
Territory farm reported to have
sold more than 100 crocodiles as

- Christmas presents this year.

Crocodile owners are required
to have an advanced animal-
owning licence and Northern
Territory croc-lovers can keep
their pets only until they grow to
60cm.

In all other states and territo-
ries, owners require only the
licence and a suitable pool.

Mr Pelley said a legal owner
should not lose their licence for
losing track of the pet now resid-
ing at his home in Doreen.

“Animals escape, they get lost
.. the most important thing is no-
body got hurt,” he said.

Victoria Police told The Aus-
tralian the crocodile’s welfare was
no longer a police matter and all

. claims should be directed to Mr

Pelley or Victoria’s Environment
Department. The Australian
could not confirm whether the
crocodile was found in a no-leash
Zone.
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